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INCORPORATING HIGHER-ORDER THINKING IN THE LANGUAGE 
CLASSROOM: ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS’ PERCEPTIONS  
AND PRACTICES





Purpose - Higher-order thinking is deemed crucial for students to confront the challenges of 
the 21st century (R. Collins, 2014). In this connection, Malaysia had proposed transformation 
to its education system geared towards strengthening its students’ higher-order thinking skills 
(Malaysian Education Blue Print, 2013-2025). Practising teachers, therefore, need to develop new 
approaches and strategies to successfully manage these new developments. However, teacher 
beliefs and practices are found to affect teachers’ strategies for coping with these changes and 
the challenges that accompany (OECD, 2009). Research has shown that teachers’ perceptions 
including teacher beliefs, previous knowledge and teacher practices are linked to the actual 
instruction provided by teachers in the classrooms. T.H. Thu (2009) postulates that teacher beliefs 
can cause resistance to change, and can greatly influence the teaching and learning process. 
Banda (2005) found that teacher perceptions of classroom assessment have influence on their 
classroom assessment practices and that teachers’ academic qualifications seemed to influence 
teachers’ flexibility to changes. S.Pitiporntapin & T. D. Sadler (2015) postulates that previous 
teaching perceptions of teachers tend to influence their teaching practices. However, none of the 
above studies have investigated teachers’ perception and practices of incorporating higher-older 
thinking skills in a language classroom. While, teaching higher-order thinking in Science and 
Mathematics may be quite common, teaching those skills in a language classroom may pose 
difficulties to English language teachers. As such, it is important to investigate the perceptions 
and practices of the English language teachers to determine their readiness and whether they are 
equipped to incorporate HOTS in their language classrooms.  This study attempts to investigate 
the English Language teachers’ perceptions and practices as well as the factors that influence 
them. The objectives of the study are: (i) to provide a better understanding of the English language 
teachers’ perceptions and practices of incorporating HOTS in their language classrooms, and (ii) 
to elucidate factors affecting their perceptions and practices of this approach.
Methodology - A questionnaire consisting 25 items was used in this study. Items 1-7  sought 
demographic information. Items 8-12 sought information on teacher knowledge.. Items 13-16 sought 
information on teacher beliefs. Finally, items 17-25 sought information on ‘teacher practices’. This 
study used the mixed mode design. 35 English language teachers from 6 government secondary 
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schools in Central Kedah participated in this survey. The completed questionnaire were marked 
1-35. All items in the questionnaire were coded and entered in a template created for statistical 
analysis mainly to use inferential statistics. However, items 8-12 are analysed using inductive 
data analysis using percentages and frequencies.
Findings - At this point of time, data analysis is still in progress. Therefore, no findings are 
available. Nevertheless, the final paper to be submitted for presentation will include the findings 
of this study. Discussions and implications of the study will also be provided.
Significance - Understanding teachers’ perception and practices of the teachers can help the 
Ministry of Education to formulate support programmes for teachers to meet the challenges in the 
classrooms.
Keywords: higher–order thinking, teacher perception, teacher beliefs, teacher knowledge, 
teacher practices.
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